

UConn CBER Schools


Curriculum Class One
Parent Engagement in Literacy

Early Evening-Dinner and Class

Time and Equipment

Class -   2 hour timeframe, including dinner 

      
Dinner- 30 minutes 

Supplies you will need:  
School please provide:

· One fun, K-3 book for each family attending training (purchased or loaned for the evening from your school library; include English and Spanish children’s books. Picture books will be excellent),

· a portable microphone, if possible,

· a fact sheet on the literacy initiative and its component parts. To be provided by CBER.

Trainers will provide:

· ribbon

· colorful post-it stickies

· colored paper for books to be created at home

· evaluation form for parents in English and Spanish
· at-home follow up activities

1. Welcome Parents
Principal opens up evening. Introduces teachers involved in the literacy program, the special trainers of the evening, and the town or school librarian, if attending. 
Principal describes literacy program including:

· How important parents are to him or her for this literacy initiative to work;

· How s/he wishes for their partnership in this (details ways to partner at school or at home);

· Provides training for parents and families as true partners;

· Offers up special opportunities for the parents and families in the community - a civic canopy of literacy events   (e.g., storytellers, free museum passes, special classes at the children’s library, etc.).
2. Opening by Trainers
Share who you are in an upbeat manner. Show your connection to the family.

Open up the evening with the importance of family to literacy. Parents are the most important adults for children in language acquisition. Regardless of whether you are a reader, have English as a second language, work late hours, juggle two or more jobs or are not home as much as you would wish, you are always the primary adult who opens language, vocabulary, context and meaning for your child. 

In these three parent evenings, we will discuss what you can do at home and what to expect from your school in emerging and developing literacy. Our goal is for every student to learn to read and then to read to learn by third grade.  The K-3 years are critical to lifelong learning.
· We will share activities, resources and opportunities.
· We will discuss the importance of parents to literacy and why reading is so important. 

Over the three meetings we will cover three key topics in literacy that help children with language and literacy:
1. Vocabulary
2.  Conversation
3.  Experiencing Context 
· In each meeting you will leave with a packet of activities you can do at home.

· In each meeting, the Principal will share what you can do to partner with the school.

· In each meeting, there will be a civic resource – the librarian, the museum or a state opportunity.

· This will be available in Spanish also, for those who wish.

Tonight we will play a game that may extend in your family for months to come. This class teaches us to love words, especially words we do not know or words we would like to sing and dance to.
It is family night with “Juicy Words”   
 
“Juicy Words”   one hour
Books will be purchased or loaned by the school librarian. You should have one children’s book, K-3, for each family that signed up. Books should be fun to read out loud. 

Ribbon and colored squares will be provided by Commission on Children. Facilitators can pick them up at Literacy How or at the Commission on Children.
School will provide portable microphone for Juicy Words game if they have one available. 

Announce the Juicy Words TV Show. Ham it up. Tell them that they will read a book together and then play the Juicy Word Game together.

Have each family read a book. 
Have the child and parent select ‘juicy words’ from the book as they are reading. Write the words down. 

What is a ‘juicy word?’ – It is unexpected, maybe a bit bigger, maybe an unknown or unfamiliar word. It stands out like it has a hat on it or fancy shoes. It shines. It’s a word worth exploring.

Have the family put each ‘juicy word’ separately on a colored square. 

Attach the square to a long colored ribbon so all the juicy words are lined up like a colorful clothesline of words.
After all families have completed reading the book, compiling their juicy words and putting their juicy words on the ribbon clothesline, ask children to come up and present their ‘juicy words’ to the whole group. They should pick the top word, the juiciest, per family.
Use the microphone to play this up as a game show. Have a line of children holding their ‘juicy word’ on its ribbon, waiting their turn.
The MC is playful. S/he asks different kinds of questions when the student comes up with the word: 

Can you put the word in a sentence?

That word sounds like it should be clapped to. Can you clap it?



and/or
That word sounds like it should be sung. Can you sing it?

and/or
That words sounds like it should be danced to. Can you dance it?

and/or
Do you know what the word means? Can you tell us?

No, you don’t know? Well we are lucky. Let’s look it up with the school librarian over there. (Facilitators- Note if your school or town librarian is there. If not, you cannot do it this way. You will have to ask for the Principal or a teacher to help out. Have a dictionary on hand or you can use an app on your phone).
Have the group vote on whether the word is a ‘juicy word,’ by clapping. Play this up.  Note which words are the winners. Note what kinds of words are coming forward as ‘juicy words.’

The whole group votes by clapping.

Make a long ribbon of the top selected words that were clapped to, danced to, sung to, and taken to the librarian.

Show that the ribbon is the Evening’s “Word Clothesline.” 

Take the ribbons with the ‘juicy words’ and travel them around the room.  

Have each child call out the “juicy word” they picked.

Ask the children if they would like a “juicy word” clothesline at home? Ask them if they would like to do this with their parent. Show parents the kinds of things they can do at home. Make it fun.
Juicy Word Stories

If there is extra time, divide up into small groups. Have the group pick 7 words from their “juicy word clothesline.”
· Make up a story with those words. One person tells a sentence with one juicy word. Then the next person uses a word while adding to the story, etc.
· Pick at least one story to hear out loud.

Civic Partners for Parents

Ask the librarian who is there to speak about the library. (Maybe they are representing the school library, maybe they are representing the town library).  If there are any events taking place at the library for families, announce them.
Juicy Words at Home as good as oranges….

Hand out poems to take home to use for the juicy word game at home.
Hand out colored paper and ask each family to make a picture book of their juicy words.
They can draw the words, illustrate, write sentences, make stories. 

Thank everyone.

Feedback

Ask for feedback. How was this? What do they want to learn?

Is there a friend they have who didn’t come? Bring them next time. 
Let’s grow our parent involvement on literacy. 
Model that parents are truly partners in these classes.

Take notes on what they want and need. 
Involve them as your partner.

Tell the parents what you learned from them this evening.

Two More Times

Tell them they will meet two more times in the school. There will be opportunities in between.  Hand out the dates for each class. Hand out evaluation forms.

Discuss how they would like to be reached. 
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