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The Summer School Literacy and Professional
Learning Grant (SSLPL) is an initiative designed by
the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education to both maximize literacy
achievement in extended school year programs and
provide educators with professional development in
evidence-based literacy practices. Approximately 86
educators across four different summer program > //'

sites participated in the 2024 program. This is an

increase from the 2023 program during which time 26 teachers participated at the Brockton Public School
site only. The SSLPL program is facilitated through a partnership between local educational agencies
including HILL for Literacy and Crafting Minds and hosted by the Randolph Public Schools.

Each day, students received a half-day of structured literacy instruction. The SSLPL also provided
comprehensive professional development to the Randolph educators and education assistants who taught in
the summer school program. They received 45 hours of professional development, including two days of
initial training, weekly professional development meetings, and daily individualized instructional coaching
support.

Literacy Success is Critical and Urgent

Proficient reading is essential for success in school and later in life (Snow, 2002). Early reading success is
predictive of positive academic outcomes and children who struggle in reading may encounter long-term
negative effects (McMaster et al., 2014; Snow, 2002). In 2022, The National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) reported that only 33% of fourth graders were at or above the proficient level in reading
indicating that a substantial number of students in the United States are reading below grade level and
therefore at risk for future academic difficulties (National Center for Education Statistics, 2022).

The NAEP 2022 results for Massachusetts fourth grade students were more positive than the national
average of 43% of fourth graders at or above proficient level in reading. However, there are still a significant
number of students who are reading below grade level. Most notably, multilingual learners who qualify as
English learners (ELs) in both grades four and eight scored lower than ELs nationally. In fourth grade the
percentage of EL students that were at or above proficient was 11% nationally versus 6% in Massachusetts.
In eighth grade the percentage of EL students that were at or above proficient was 5% nationally versus 1%
in Massachusetts (Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 2022).
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